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2026 Games Chieftain  

Ladies and gentlemen, friends and neighbours, and 
honoured guests from near and far— It is my great 
privilege, as Chieftain of the Blackford Highland 
Games, to welcome you all to this special gather-
ing. Today is a celebration not only of our proud 
Highland traditions—of strength, skill, music, and 
community—but also of friendship that reaches 
far beyond our own glen.   

This year, we are especially delighted to extend a 
warm and heartfelt welcome to our visitors from 

the town of Trebsen in Germany. Your presence here means a great deal to us. 
Though miles may separate our homes, occasions like this remind us how closely 
connected we can be through shared values—heritage, 
hospitality, and the joy of coming together.  

We hope that during your time in Blackford, you will 
experience the very best of our culture: the stirring 
sound of the pipes, the thrill of the competitions, and, 
above all, the warmth of our people. May this visit 
strengthen the bonds between our communities and 
lay the foundation for many more exchanges and 
friendships in the years ahead.  

To everyone gathered here today—whether you’ve travelled across the world or 
just down the road—thank you for being part of this celebration. Let the games 
begin, and may they be filled with good cheer, great sport, and lasting memo-
ries.  

Welcome to Blackford, and welcome to the Highland Games! 

Susan Jardine-Paterson  
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Order of Events 

10:30 Highland Dancing 

11:00 Ladies & Junior Heavy Events  / Perthshire Confined Heavy Events  

11:00 Piping Competition  

12:00 Primary Schools Races  

12:30 Official Opening 
The Blackford Gala Queen Lucy Reid will declare the games open, supported by 
her attendants Emma Reid & Belle Stephen. 

12:30 Field and Track Events 

13:00 Open Heavy Events  / Live music in beer tent 

15:00 Trail Race 

Field and Track Event Order (approximate) 

1- 800m Cycling Heats 13- 200m Open Handicap Heats 

2- 800m Cycling Youth Final 14- 200m Youth Handicap Heats 

3- 90m Open Handicap Heats 15- 1600m Open Handicap 

4- 90m Youth Handicap Heats 16- 3200m Cycling Final 

5- 800m Cycling Final 17- 200m Open Final 

6- 800m Open Handicap 18- 200m Youth Final 

7- 90m Open Semi-final 19- Youth “De’il tak the Hindmost” 

8- 90m Youth Handicap Final 20- Adults “De’il tak the Hindmost” 

9- 1600m Cycling Final 21- 400m Open Final 

10- 90m Open Handicap Final 22- Long Jump 

11- 800m Youth Handicap 23- High Jump 

12- 1600m Youth Cycling Final 24- Triple Jump 

Davie McLaren 
Davie’s first memories of the Games are 
from over 80 years ago when he was 7  
years old. He remembers fondly the 
Heavy events including the Tug of War.    

Davie remembers races for motorcycles 
on the grass track around the field, with 
no consideration for safety barriers to 
protect the public— which made for a  
very exciting event. 

Davie recalls that the games used to have 
bookmakers in the field so that specta-
tors could bet on the results of the 
events.  Over time the book makers start-
ed using radios so that bets could also be 

taken on races happening elsewhere in the country… but the book makers 
were always the winners in the end! 

Davie is retired now, but previously he worked as a local farmer. For many years 
Davie was responsible for looking after the grass in the Games Field, and would 
be seen driving his tractor around the field to cut the grass. Since retiring Davie 
raised money for charity by driving his vintage tractor from Lands End to John  
O’Groats, and on a 1,600mile route around Scotland. Davie continues to be a 
strong supporter of the games and is Honorary President of the Games Commit-
tee.
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President’s Welcome  

156 years ago the first Blackford Highland Games took place, a small local event 
which eventually became the occasion it is today. As custodians of 156 years of 
tradition I take this opportunity one again to thank our committee, sponsors, 
supporters and volunteers for their hard work. Without their assistance our 
gathering could not happen. And of course, you the public for your continued 
support.   

We are especially grateful to Mr Archie Stirling of the Kier and Cawder estate, 
owner of the Games Park, who generously allows the village the use of the park 
for as long as the Highland Games are held in the village. 

Stuart Laing, President

Honorary president Davie McLaren 
(left) conversing with field owner and 
games patron Mr Archie Stirling 
(Right). 
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Our Patrons 

Mr. Archie Stirling Keir & Cawder Estate  

Mrs. Sue Jardine Paterson Gask House  

The Drummond-Moray Family Abercairney Estate  

Committee 

Honorary President  David M. McLaren 

President  Stuart Laing 

Vice-President  Duncan Shand 

Secretary  David Robertson 

Asst. Treasurer  Helen Laing 

William McNeice Johnathan Weir Michael Ross 

David J. McLaren Ross MacIntyre Ross Kirk 

Derek Gilzean Stevie Ryder MBE Ian Little 

Frank O’Donnell Brett Davidge Laura Peacock 

Andrew Peacock Chris Taylor Rebecca Maeule 

 Jen Little  

The Office Bearers and Committee of Blackford Highland 
Games extend our sincere thanks to our sponsors and 
volunteers. We also take this opportunity to thank Foun-
dation Scotland for their continued support. 

info@blackfordhighlandgames.co.uk 
www.blackfordhighlandgames.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/BlackfordHighlandGames 
registered Scottish Charity SCO46625  
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Our Supporters 

A. Dobbie 
 

Backroads 
California 

Blackford Farms 
Blackford 

Castlon Motors 
Auchterarder 

Clan Decorators 
Perth 

David McLaren 
Blackford 

Duncan Shand 
Crook of Devon Firmus Forget Me Not Pet 

Cremations 

Gleneagles Furniture 
Centre 

Halliday Homes  
Auchterarder 

S & H Laing 
Blackford 

Highland Spring 
Blackford 

Ian Little 
Blackford 

J Docherty & Sons  
Auchterarder 

John Simpson 
Blackford 

John Smith & Son 
Auchterarder Kellan Construction 

Kevin Moran  
Blackford 

Kier & Cawdor Estate    
Bridge of Allan 

Landscaping                
by Wallace 

Loaninghead Petrol 
Station Mrs Jean Robertson Nuclear Transport So-

lutions 

Ochil Joiners Ochil Timber Products Simon Head  
Blackford 

Stewarts Building Ser-
vices 

The Cooperative  
Auchterarder 

The Warehouse  
Auchterarder 

Tullibardine Distillery 
Blackford Wallace Collective Willian Dobbie  

Essex 

W.M.Mailer Coventry Fencing           
Auchterarder  Simon Head        Jen Little
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2026 Games Officials & Judges 

Track Handicapper 
D. Campbell 

Bibs & Numbers 
M. Campbell  

I. Ryder 

Starter 
S. Ryder MBE 

Timekeeper 
G. Lister 

Compare 
Craig Dunar 

Dancing Convenor 
D. Fraser 

Games Commentator 
C. Dunbar 

Child Liaison Officer 
L. Peacock 

Schools’ Co-ord. 
D & J McCluskey 

Mark Steward 
W. McGowan 

Trail Race 
J. Weir 

Heavies Recorder 
E. Gillanders  
D.P.Shand 

Heavy Events Judges 
E. McPherson,   

N. Fyvie    
 C. Murray &  N. Elliot 

Race Judges 
R. Kirk,  

F. Isdale  
I.Stewart  

Jump Judges 
R. MacIntyre, 
 D. MacIntyre  

I. Little 

 RSHGA Representatives 
Wallace McGown 
  Charlie Murray 
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Regulations 
1. Decisions by the appointed Judges & Officials may be challenges only as provid-
ed within the laws and regulations of the Royal Scottish Highland Games Associa-
tion (RSHGA). 
2. IN any event where the number of prizes exceeds the number of competitors, 
a portion of the prize monies may be withdrawn by the Blackford Highland 
Games Committee (BHGC). 
3, The BHGC have the authority to refuse entry to any event on the program to 
any competitor. 
4. If for whatever reason, the games programme may not be conveniently com-
pleted, BHGC may without liability cancel any or all competitions and or activities. 
5. Persons entering the Games Park and/or participating in the games pro-
gramme do so at their own risk. BHGC will not accept responsibility for any acci-
dent however caused or sustained.  
6. BHGC may, without prior notice or consultation, alter the Games Programme, 
Prize List, Judges & Officials in any way deemed necessary. 
7. All competitors in Heavy Events must wear Highland Dress. 
8. No Drones to be flown over the Games Field. 
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Trophy Winners 2025 

Highland Games Silver Salver 
The Community School of Auchterarder 

Keir Trophy- Heavyweight Champion 
Kyle Randalls 

Highland Spring Trophy- Weight Over Bar 
Murdoch Masterton 

Tom Allan Memorial Trophy- Caber 
cancelled due to weather 

Chieftain’s Trophy- Best Track Performance 
Runner or Cyclist 

Reece Jackson 

The McLaren Trophy- Junior Heavyweight U18 
Jack Devanney 

Ronald Robertson Memorial Shield 
Morla Bruce, Alexandria 

The Stockman Shield- 2/4 March 
Kai Hay, Buckhaven 

 

Highland Games Silver Salver
The Community School of Auchterarder
Keir Trophy - Heavyweight Champion

Kyle Randalls
Highland Spring Trophy - Weight Over Bar

Murdoch Masterton
Tom Allan Memorial Trophy - Caber

cancelled due to weather
Chieftain’s Trophy - Best Track Performance 

Runner or Cyclist
Reece Jackson

The McLaren Trophy - Junior Heavyweight U18
Jack Devanney

Ronald Robertson Memorial Shield
Morla Bruce, Alexandria

The Stockman Shield - 2/4 March
Kai Hay, Buckhaven
Presidents Trophy
Freya Pickles, Dollar
Head Family Trophy
Cara Boyd, Edinburgh
Sloan Family Trophy

Lucy Funnelll, Coaltown of Balgonie
Blackford Games Trophy
Lola Callander, Lochmaben
Highland Spring Trophy
Cameron Walker, Denny
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Blairgowrie, Rattray & District Pipe Band 

Our pipe band this year is again the superb 
Blairgowrie, Rattray & District. Never a band 
to rest on their laurels, they have had a very 
busy year to date and have introduced new 
youngsters into their ranks. Lookout for the 
new pipers and drummers. They will lead the 
procession around the village and into the 
park.  

Live Music  
Join us for live music in the beer tent from 1pm with musicians Moy-
enda, Sandy Marshall, and GOGs.  
If the music gets you in the mood for dancing, then come along to 
the community ceilidh at 7pm in the Moray Institute (just by the 
games field). Tickets on the door, £5 individual or £10 a family. 

21 
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Priory Park, Crown Wynd
Auchterarder

PH3 1GB
Tel: 01764 662218

info@dochertysmidlandcoaches.co.uk
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Highland Dancing 
Events start at 10:30am. 

Sponsored by  
Highland Spring 

Highland Fling 
This dance is said to depict the actions of the stag in the rutting season. The shape of the 
arm and the grouping of the fingers closely resemble a deer’s antlers. 

Sword Dance 
The ancient dance of war. It is said to date back to King Malcolm Canmore. The story re-
lates how the king danced over the claymore of his enemy, one of MacBeth’s generals 
crossed by his own. 

Seann Truibhas 
Translated as “old trousers”. This dance originates in the 18th century when the wearing 
of the kilt was illegal. The movements of this dance depict a person in the act of shedding 
the dreaded “trews”.  

Reel of Tulloch 
This dance originated in the village of Tulloch as a means of keeping warm on a cold win-
ter’s day. The dance is the most social of highland dances, the dances turning with and 
changing partners throughout the dance. 

Sailors Hornpipe 
This dance does not originate with sailors! It was originally an ancient dance common to 
many parts of the British Isles. Its name comes from the  fact that the dance was usually 
accompanied by the music of the “horn pipe”, a common  instrument comparable to a 
modern flute. In time the dance became so popular with seafarers that of became known 
as the “sailors hornpipe”. The arm movements imitate many of the actions used by sailors 
in the days of wooden ships.  

Irish Jig 
The Irish Jig danced at the Highland Games is traditional footwork and steps with the arm 
movements of an Irishman ina highly agitated state of mind. 

19 

Web : www.wallacecollective.co.uk 
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Long Jump John Smith & Son 

High Jump Forget Me Not Pet Cremations 

Tripple Jump Gleneagles Furniture Centre 

Open Cycling Blackford Farms 

Youths 90m The Warehouse, Auchterarder 

Youths 200m Kevin Moran, Blackford 
Coventry Fencing 

Youths 400m Clan Decorators 

Youths 800m Halliday Homes 

Open Handicap 90m Landscaping by Wallace 
Wallace Collective 

Open Handicap 200m W.M.Mailer & Sons 

Open Handicap 400m J. Docherty & Sons 
Loaning Head Petrol Station 

Open Handicap 800m Ochil Timber Products 
Simon Head, Blackford  

Open Handicap 1600m 
Ian Little 
Ochil Joiners 
Allan Dobbie 

Schools Races The Cooperative Auchterarder 
Wilian Dobbie 

We are grateful to sponsors of Field and Track Events 

A family-owned business. Land-
scaping dedicated to customised 
garden design, installation and 
horticultural services. 
www.wallacelandscaping.co.uk 
Tel: 01764 449114 
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Sales Enquiries: sales. enquiries@ntsglobal.uk 
Media, General Enquiries, Complaints : communications@ntsglobal.uk 

FOI requests : foi@ntsglobal.uk 

Café and Catering 

Whether you are looking for a grazing plat-
ter for a date night treat, breakfast hamper 
for your staycation in wonderful Perthshire, 
a special gift or for personal indulgence, 
trust us, there is nothing quite like Mimi’s.  

mimisauchterarder@gmail.com 
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Heavy Events  

Events start at 11am in the  Park with the Ladies 
and Juniors competitions. The Open competition 
starts at 1pm. 

Throwing the Hammer 
The hammer head is a spherical metal ball at the end of a wood or cane 
shaft.  Competitors wear boots adapted with spikes and stand with their 
back to the direction of throw, they spin the hammer around their head 3 
or 4 times before releasing. No turning of the body is permitted.  

Putting the Ball 
Originally large boulders, the ball is now a steel weight. The ball is thrown 
from one hand in a single movement. 

Weight for Distance 
The weight is a cast weight attached to a chain and handle. The competi-
tor holds the weight with one hand and makes 3 turns before releasing 
the handle.  

Weight over the Bar 
Again, this event was originally with boulders, but now uses steel 
weights. The weight is swung single handed between the competitors 
legs and then up over the bar.   

Tossing the Caber 
The objective is to toss the caber end over end so that it lies directly in 
front of the thrower facing 12Noon on a clock face. There is no standard 
weight or size for the caber, the only rule is that “only the best of com-
petitors should be able to turn it”!   
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FIELD AND TRACK EVENTS 

Youth over 10yrs under 17yrs 
Prizes : 1st place £40, 2nd £20, 3rd £15, 4th £10, 5th £10, 6th £10 

90 meters handicap 
200 meters handicap 

800 meters handicap 

Open Handicap 
90m handicap prizes : 1st £120, 2nd £50, 3rd £25, 4th £10, 5th £10, 6th £10 
Other events prizes : 1st  £90, 2nd £40, 3rd £25,  4th £10, 5th £10, 6th £10 
90 meters handicap 
200 meters handicap 
400 meters handicap 

800 meters handicap 
1600 meters handicap 

Cycling Youth  
Prizes : 1st place £25, 2nd £20, 3rd £15, 4th £10, 5th £10, 6th £10 

800 meters handicap 
1600m handicap 

De’il tak the hindmost 

Cycling OPEN  
Prizes : 1st place £60, 2nd £30, 3rd £20, 4th £10, 5th £10, 6th £10  

800 meters handicap 
1600m handicap

3200m handicap 
De’il tak the hindmost 

Field Jumps 
Prizes : 1st place £40, 2nd £30, 3rd £20, 4th £10, 5th £10, 6th £10  

Long Jump        
High Jump     

Triple Jump

Trail Race 
Event starts at 15:00 

The 10km trail race takes competitors 
out of the games field and into the 
stunning countryside surrounding  
Blackford.  
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Field And Track Events 
Events start at 10:30am. 

 
Running 
Runing events are run on a handicapped basis with every competi-
tor allocated a handicap rating based on previous performance. 
This can lead to a tight finish with the runners crossing the line 
close together.   

Cycling 
The cycle races are around the same grass track used by the run-
ners. The bicycles are fixed wheel (fixed-gear) with no brakes, the 
cyclists’ shoes are clipped into pedals so if the wheels are turning 
so must their legs. 

Jumping 
The Blackford games have long jump, high jump, and triple jump. 

Primary School Competition 
We welcome back reigning champions The Community School of 
Auchterarder. Our own Blackford primary will be their along with 
St. Dominics and Crieff primary schools. Vying for possession of the 
Silver Salver, the most fiercely contested sprint and relay races of 
the day. Races start at 12noon. 

13 

Open Heavy Events 
Prizes : 1st place £60, 2nd £50, 3rd £40, 4th £30, 5th £20, 6th £10 

Throwing the Hammer (16lbs) 
Putting the Ball (16lbs) 
Throwing the Hammer (22lbs) 
Putting the Ball (22lbs) 

56lb weight over the bar 
28lb weight over the bar 
28lb weight for distance 
Tossing the caber 

Confined Perthshire Heavy Events 
Prizes : 1st place £40, 2nd £30, 3rd £20, 4th £15, 5th £12, 6th £10 

Throwing the Hammer (16lbs) 
Putting the Ball (16lbs) 

28lb weight for distance 
Tossing the caber 

Ladies Heavy Events 
Prizes : 1st place £50, 2nd £40, 3rd £30, 4th £20, 5th £15, 6th £10 

Throwing the Hammer (16lbs) 
Putting the Ball (13lbs) 
Weight for distance 

28lb weight over the bar 
Tossing the caber 

Junior Heavy Events 
Prizes : 1st place £30, 2nd £25, 3rd £20, 4th £15, 5th £12, 6th £10   

Throwing the Hammer (16lbs) 
Putting the Ball (13lbs) 
Weight for distance 

28lb weight over the bar 
Tossing the caber 

 Last Year’s Open Winner Ground Record 

16lb Shot Murdo Masterton (53’2”) 1982 Geoff Capes (60’ 8”) 

22lb Shot Murdo Masterton (45’2”) 1982 Geoff Capes (51’) 

16lb Hammer Kyle Randalls (145’4”) 2026 Kyle Randalls (145’ 4”) 

28lb for Distance Murdo Masterton (80’7”) 2005 Gregor Edmunds (90’ 6”) 

22lb Hammer Kyle Randalls (119’0”) 2016 Scott Ryder (119’ 5”) 

56lb  Over Bar Murdo Masterson (15’0”) 2022 Vlad Tulacek (16’ 6”) 
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Throwing the Hammer (16lbs) 
Throwing the Hammer (22lbs) Backroads 

Putting the Ball (16lbs) 
Putting the Ball (22lbs) 

Kier & Cawdor Estate of Craigarnhall, Bridge of 
Allan  

28lb weight for distance 
56lb weight for distance S & H Liaing of Blackford 

56lb Weight over bar John Simpson of Blackford 

Tossing the Caber Castlon Motors of Auchterarder 
Tullibardine Distillery 

Junior Heavyweight  
Championship 

David MacLaren of Blackford 
Tullibardine Distillery 

Confined Perthshire Heavy-
weights 

Duncan Shand of Crook of Devon 
Stewarts Building Services 

Female Heavyweights Firmus 
Kellan Construction of Blackford 

We are grateful to the sponsors of the Heavy Events 

2026 Competitors 
at time of printing 

Ladies Juniors Perthshire Open 
Liz Elliot Struan Anderson Stuart Anderson Brian Doherty  

Lorna Brown Gregor Anderson Jack Devanny Stuart Anderson 
Kaitlin Hicks Murray Rob Rohan Hart Craig Winslow 

Rebecca Mauele  David Coultard Jamie Gunn 
Fiona Irwin  Rob Garner Shaun Gunn 
Jen Little   Jack Devanny 

   Mace Paterson 
   Kyle Randalls 
   Bruce Rob Jr. 
   Rob Gardner 

14 15 

Throwing the Hammer (16lbs) 
Throwing the Hammer (22lbs) Backroads 

Putting the Ball (16lbs) 
Putting the Ball (22lbs) 

Kier & Cawdor Estate of Craigarnhall, Bridge of 
Allan  

28lb weight for distance 
56lb weight for distance S & H Liaing of Blackford 

56lb Weight over bar John Simpson of Blackford 

Tossing the Caber Castlon Motors of Auchterarder 
Tullibardine Distillery 

Junior Heavyweight  
Championship 

David MacLaren of Blackford 
Tullibardine Distillery 

Confined Perthshire Heavy-
weights 

Duncan Shand of Crook of Devon 
Stewarts Building Services 

Female Heavyweights Firmus 
Kellan Construction of Blackford 

We are grateful to the sponsors of the Heavy Events 

2026 Competitors 
at time of printing 

Ladies Juniors Perthshire Open 
Liz Elliot Struan Anderson Stuart Anderson Brian Doherty  

Lorna Brown Gregor Anderson Jack Devanny Stuart Anderson 
Kaitlin Hicks Murray Rob Rohan Hart Craig Winslow 

Rebecca Mauele  David Coultard Jamie Gunn 
Fiona Irwin  Rob Garner Shaun Gunn 
Jen Little   Jack Devanny 

   Mace Paterson 
   Kyle Randalls 
   Bruce Rob Jr. 
   Rob Gardner 
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Throwing the Hammer (16lbs) 
Throwing the Hammer (22lbs) Backroads 

Putting the Ball (16lbs) 
Putting the Ball (22lbs) 

Kier & Cawdor Estate of Craigarnhall, Bridge of 
Allan  

28lb weight for distance 
56lb weight for distance S & H Liaing of Blackford 

56lb Weight over bar John Simpson of Blackford 

Tossing the Caber Castlon Motors of Auchterarder 
Tullibardine Distillery 

Junior Heavyweight  
Championship 

David MacLaren of Blackford 
Tullibardine Distillery 

Confined Perthshire Heavy-
weights 

Duncan Shand of Crook of Devon 
Stewarts Building Services 

Female Heavyweights Firmus 
Kellan Construction of Blackford 

We are grateful to the sponsors of the Heavy Events 

2026 Competitors 
at time of printing 

Ladies Juniors Perthshire Open 
Liz Elliot Struan Anderson Stuart Anderson Brian Doherty  

Lorna Brown Gregor Anderson Jack Devanny Stuart Anderson 
Kaitlin Hicks Murray Rob Rohan Hart Craig Winslow 

Rebecca Mauele  David Coultard Jamie Gunn 
Fiona Irwin  Rob Garner Shaun Gunn 
Jen Little   Jack Devanny 

   Mace Paterson 
   Kyle Randalls 
   Bruce Rob Jr. 
   Rob Gardner 

Emma Leigh Barker
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Field And Track Events 
Events start at 10:30am. 

 
Running 
Runing events are run on a handicapped basis with every competi-
tor allocated a handicap rating based on previous performance. 
This can lead to a tight finish with the runners crossing the line 
close together.   

Cycling 
The cycle races are around the same grass track used by the run-
ners. The bicycles are fixed wheel (fixed-gear) with no brakes, the 
cyclists’ shoes are clipped into pedals so if the wheels are turning 
so must their legs. 

Jumping 
The Blackford games have long jump, high jump, and triple jump. 

Primary School Competition 
We welcome back reigning champions The Community School of 
Auchterarder. Our own Blackford primary will be their along with 
St. Dominics and Crieff primary schools. Vying for possession of the 
Silver Salver, the most fiercely contested sprint and relay races of 
the day. Races start at 12noon. 
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Open Heavy Events 
Prizes : 1st place £60, 2nd £50, 3rd £40, 4th £30, 5th £20, 6th £10 

Throwing the Hammer (16lbs) 
Putting the Ball (16lbs) 
Throwing the Hammer (22lbs) 
Putting the Ball (22lbs) 

56lb weight over the bar 
28lb weight over the bar 
28lb weight for distance 
Tossing the caber 

Confined Perthshire Heavy Events 
Prizes : 1st place £40, 2nd £30, 3rd £20, 4th £15, 5th £12, 6th £10 

Throwing the Hammer (16lbs) 
Putting the Ball (16lbs) 

28lb weight for distance 
Tossing the caber 

Ladies Heavy Events 
Prizes : 1st place £50, 2nd £40, 3rd £30, 4th £20, 5th £15, 6th £10 

Throwing the Hammer (16lbs) 
Putting the Ball (13lbs) 
Weight for distance 

28lb weight over the bar 
Tossing the caber 

Junior Heavy Events 
Prizes : 1st place £30, 2nd £25, 3rd £20, 4th £15, 5th £12, 6th £10   

Throwing the Hammer (16lbs) 
Putting the Ball (13lbs) 
Weight for distance 

28lb weight over the bar 
Tossing the caber 

 Last Year’s Open Winner Ground Record 

16lb Shot Murdo Masterton (53’2”) 1982 Geoff Capes (60’ 8”) 

22lb Shot Murdo Masterton (45’2”) 1982 Geoff Capes (51’) 

16lb Hammer Kyle Randalls (145’4”) 2026 Kyle Randalls (145’ 4”) 

28lb for Distance Murdo Masterton (80’7”) 2005 Gregor Edmunds (90’ 6”) 

22lb Hammer Kyle Randalls (119’0”) 2016 Scott Ryder (119’ 5”) 

56lb  Over Bar Murdo Masterson (15’0”) 2022 Vlad Tulacek (16’ 6”) 
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Heavy Events  

Events start at 11am in the  Park with the Ladies 
and Juniors competitions. The Open competition 
starts at 1pm. 

Throwing the Hammer 
The hammer head is a spherical metal ball at the end of a wood or cane 
shaft.  Competitors wear boots adapted with spikes and stand with their 
back to the direction of throw, they spin the hammer around their head 3 
or 4 times before releasing. No turning of the body is permitted.  

Putting the Ball 
Originally large boulders, the ball is now a steel weight. The ball is thrown 
from one hand in a single movement. 

Weight for Distance 
The weight is a cast weight attached to a chain and handle. The competi-
tor holds the weight with one hand and makes 3 turns before releasing 
the handle.  

Weight over the Bar 
Again, this event was originally with boulders, but now uses steel 
weights. The weight is swung single handed between the competitors 
legs and then up over the bar.   

Tossing the Caber 
The objective is to toss the caber end over end so that it lies directly in 
front of the thrower facing 12Noon on a clock face. There is no standard 
weight or size for the caber, the only rule is that “only the best of com-
petitors should be able to turn it”!   
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FIELD AND TRACK EVENTS 

Youth over 10yrs under 17yrs 
Prizes : 1st place £40, 2nd £20, 3rd £15, 4th £10, 5th £10, 6th £10 

90 meters handicap 
200 meters handicap 

800 meters handicap 

Open Handicap 
90m handicap prizes : 1st £120, 2nd £50, 3rd £25, 4th £10, 5th £10, 6th £10 
Other events prizes : 1st  £90, 2nd £40, 3rd £25,  4th £10, 5th £10, 6th £10 
90 meters handicap 
200 meters handicap 
400 meters handicap 

800 meters handicap 
1600 meters handicap 

Cycling Youth  
Prizes : 1st place £25, 2nd £20, 3rd £15, 4th £10, 5th £10, 6th £10 

800 meters handicap 
1600m handicap 

De’il tak the hindmost 

Cycling OPEN  
Prizes : 1st place £60, 2nd £30, 3rd £20, 4th £10, 5th £10, 6th £10  

800 meters handicap 
1600m handicap

3200m handicap 
De’il tak the hindmost 

Field Jumps 
Prizes : 1st place £40, 2nd £30, 3rd £20, 4th £10, 5th £10, 6th £10  

Long Jump        
High Jump     

Triple Jump

Trail Race 
Event starts at 15:00 

The 10km trail race takes competitors 
out of the games field and into the 
stunning countryside surrounding  
Blackford.  
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Long Jump John Smith & Son 

High Jump Forget Me Not Pet Cremations 

Tripple Jump Gleneagles Furniture Centre 

Open Cycling Blackford Farms 

Youths 90m The Warehouse, Auchterarder 

Youths 200m Kevin Moran, Blackford 
Coventry Fencing 

Youths 400m Clan Decorators 

Youths 800m Halliday Homes 

Open Handicap 90m Landscaping by Wallace 
Wallace Collective 

Open Handicap 200m W.M.Mailer & Sons 

Open Handicap 400m J. Docherty & Sons 
Loaning Head Petrol Station 

Open Handicap 800m Ochil Timber Products 
Simon Head, Blackford  

Open Handicap 1600m 
Ian Little 
Ochil Joiners 
Allan Dobbie 

Schools Races The Cooperative Auchterarder 
Wilian Dobbie 

We are grateful to sponsors of Field and Track Events 

A family-owned business. Land-
scaping dedicated to customised 
garden design, installation and 
horticultural services. 
www.wallacelandscaping.co.uk 
Tel: 01764 449114 

11 

Sales Enquiries: sales. enquiries@ntsglobal.uk 
Media, General Enquiries, Complaints : communications@ntsglobal.uk 

FOI requests : foi@ntsglobal.uk 

Café and Catering 

Whether you are looking for a grazing plat-
ter for a date night treat, breakfast hamper 
for your staycation in wonderful Perthshire, 
a special gift or for personal indulgence, 
trust us, there is nothing quite like Mimi’s.  

mimisauchterarder@gmail.com 
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Highland Dancing 
Events start at 10:30am. 

Sponsored by  
Highland Spring 

Highland Fling 
This dance is said to depict the actions of the stag in the rutting season. The shape of the 
arm and the grouping of the fingers closely resemble a deer’s antlers. 

Sword Dance 
The ancient dance of war. It is said to date back to King Malcolm Canmore. The story re-
lates how the king danced over the claymore of his enemy, one of MacBeth’s generals 
crossed by his own. 

Seann Truibhas 
Translated as “old trousers”. This dance originates in the 18th century when the wearing 
of the kilt was illegal. The movements of this dance depict a person in the act of shedding 
the dreaded “trews”.  

Reel of Tulloch 
This dance originated in the village of Tulloch as a means of keeping warm on a cold win-
ter’s day. The dance is the most social of highland dances, the dances turning with and 
changing partners throughout the dance. 

Sailors Hornpipe 
This dance does not originate with sailors! It was originally an ancient dance common to 
many parts of the British Isles. Its name comes from the  fact that the dance was usually 
accompanied by the music of the “horn pipe”, a common  instrument comparable to a 
modern flute. In time the dance became so popular with seafarers that of became known 
as the “sailors hornpipe”. The arm movements imitate many of the actions used by sailors 
in the days of wooden ships.  

Irish Jig 
The Irish Jig danced at the Highland Games is traditional footwork and steps with the arm 
movements of an Irishman ina highly agitated state of mind. 

19 

Web : www.wallacecollective.co.uk 
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Open 90 Metres Handicap

Heat 1

R	 Matthew Cliff	 Kilbarchan		 5.5
W	 Stuart Whiteford	 Innerleithen	 7.5
B 	 Daniel Paxton	 Hawick R.P. 	 10
Y	  Lewis Fleming	 A.G.R.		  14.5
G	 Colin Bruce	 A.G.R.		  15

Lane	 Name		  Town		  H’Cap

1st ...............................................   2nd ...............................................    Time ................................  

Heat 2

R	 Craig Bruce	 A.G.R.		  5.5
W	 Amadou Oury-Sow	 Stirling		  7.5
B	 Daniel Docherty	 Clydesdale	 9
Y	 John Fleming	 A.G.R.		  10.5
G	 Cameron Smith	 Central A.C.	 12

Lane	 Name		  Town		  H’Cap

1st ...............................................   2nd ...............................................    Time ................................  

First two in each Heat to Final

PK	 Sarah Ross	 Innerleithen	 18.5

PK	 John Paxton	 Hawick R.P.	 16

BK	 Rachel Barnett	 D.T.& F.		  19.5

BK	 Ruby Laing	 A.G.R.		  17.5

Open 90 Metres Final
No.		  Name			   Town			   H’Cap

R		  ........................................		  ........................................		  ..................

W		  ........................................		  ........................................		  ..................

B		  ........................................		  ........................................		  ..................

Y		  ........................................		  ........................................		  ..................

G		  ........................................		  ........................................		  ..................

PK		  ........................................		  ........................................		  ..................

	 1st ................................................................  	  4th ................................................................

	 2nd ...............................................................  	 5th ................................................................ 

	 3rd ................................................................  	  6th ................................................................
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NAME
Matthew Cliff
Amadou Oury-Sow
Daniel Docherty
Matty Fleming
Cameron Smith
 Lewis Fleming
Colin Bruce
John Paxton
Rachel Barnett

TOWN
Kilbarchan
Stirling
Clydesdale
A.G.R.
Central A.C.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
Hawick R.P.
D.T.& F.

H'CAP
18
23
26
30
39
40
43
45
59

A.G.R.
Edinburgh
Innerleithen
Hawick R.P.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
Forfar
Innerleithen
East Kilbride

Craig Bruce
Douglas Bringhurst
Stuart Whiteford
Daniel Paxton
John Fleming
Ruby Laing
Craig Bell
Sarah Ross
Ramsay Sloss

18
24
26
28
34
45
49
58
73

LANE
R
W
B
Y
G
PK
BK
LB
O

R
W
B
Y
G
PK
BK
LB
O

200 METERS OPEN HANDICAP

HEAT 2

HEAT 1

1st ...............................................   2nd ...............................................    Time ................................  

1st ...............................................   2nd ...............................................    Time ................................  

First three in each Heat to Final

200 METERS OPEN FINAL

R	 ...................................		  ...................................	 ..........
W	 ...................................		  ...................................	 ..........
B	 ...................................		  ...................................	 ..........
Y	 ...................................		  ...................................	 ..........
G	 ...................................		  ...................................	 ..........
PK	 ...................................		  ...................................	 ..........

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................

4th  ........................................ 5th ........................................  6th ........................................

Time ....................
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400 METERS OPEN HANDICAP
LANE
R
W
B
Y
G
PK
BK
LB
O
PU
11
12

NAME
Matthew Cliff
Douglas Bringhurst
Craig Bruce
Amadou Oury-Sow
Matty Fleming
Daniel Docherty
Stuart Whiteford
Daniel Paxton
Theo Brown
Kobe Stevens
Matthew  Fleming
John Fleming 

TOWN
Kilbarchn
Edinburgh
A.G.R.
Stirling
A.G.R.
Clydesdale
Innerleithen
Hawick R.P.
U.S.A.
Moorfoot
A.G.R.
A.G.R.

H’CAP
25
26
30
36
40
40
40
43
49
50
57
57

LANE 
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

NAME
Andrew Gibson
Cameron Smith
Lewis Fleming
Dean Whiteford
Colin Bruce
Craig Bell
John Paxton
Rachel Barnett
Sarah Ross
Ruby Laing
Ramsay Sloss

TOWN
Bo’ness
Central A.C.
A.G.R.
Innerleithen
A.G.R.
Forfar
Hawick R.P.
D.T.& F.
Innerleithen
A.G.R.
East Kilbride

H’CAP
60
60
60
63
68
75
78
80
80
80
90

800 METERS OPEN HANDICAP
LANE
R
W
B
Y
G
PK
BK
LB
O
PU
11

NAME
Douglas Bringhurst
Matthew Cliff
Matty Fleming
Daniel Docherty
Stuart Whiteford
Kobe Stevens
Dean Whiteford
Greg Walker
Alan Knowles
Lewis Fleming
Matthew Fleming

TOWN
Edinburgh
Kilbarchan
A.G.R.
Clydesdale
Innerleithen
Moorfoot
Innerleithen
Hawick
L.R.C.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.

H’CAP
30
55
75
75
75
75
80
85
90
110
120

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................
4th  ........................................ 5th ........................................  6th ........................................
Time ....................

1600 METERS OPEN HANDICAP
LANE NAME TOWN H’CAP

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................
4th  ........................................ 5th ........................................  6th ........................................
Time ....................

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................
4th  ........................................ 5th ........................................  6th ........................................
Time ....................

LANE
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

NAME
Andrew Gibson
Craig Bell
John Thomson
Sarah Ross
Alastair Walker
Rachel Barnett
Todd Brown
Maria Brown
Theo Brown  
Martin Krueger

TOWN
Bo’ness
Forfar
Windygates
Innerleithen
Hawick
D.T.&F.
U.S.A.
U.S.A.
U.S.A.
Germany

H’CAP
125
135
160
160
165
180
X
X
X
X

R
W
B
Y
G
PK
BK
LB

LANE NAME TOWN H’CAP
Greg Walker
Kobe Stevens
Matty Fleming
Dean Whiteford
Alan Knowles
Matthew Fleming
Andrew Gibson
John Thomson

Hawick
Moorfoot
A.G.R.
Innerleithen
L.R.C.
A.G.R.
Bo’ness
Windygates

160
170
180
200
210
255
260
330

O
PU
11
12
13
14
15
16

Alastair Walker
Craig Bell
Sarah Ross
Rachel Barnett
Todd Brown
Maria Brown
Theo Brown  
Martin Krueger

Hawick
Forfar
Innerleithen
D.T.&F.
U.S.A.
U.S.A.
U.S.A.
Germany

330
345
380
380
X
X
X
X
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1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ Time ....................

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ Time ....................

90 METERS YOUTH HANDICAP

LANE
R
W
B
Y
G
PK

NAME
Ben Nairn
Hannah Knowles
Reece Jackson
Harry Fleming
Cam Scott
Alana Laing

TOWN
A.G.R.
L.R.C.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.

H’CAP
6
14
16.5
17
23
28

LANE
R
W
B
Y
G

NAME
Erin Jackson
Evie Leonard
Rory Fleming
Elsie Douglas
Innes Barnett

TOWN
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
Dunfermline

H’CAP
12
16
16
24.5
X

HEAT 1 HEAT 2First three in each heat to Final

90 METERS YOUTH HANDICAP FINAL

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................

4th  ........................................ 5th ........................................  6th ........................................

Time ....................

Lane		  Name			   Town			   H’Cap

R		  ...................................		  ...................................		  ..................
W		  ...................................		  ...................................		  ..................
B		  ...................................		  ...................................		  ..................
Y		  ...................................		  ...................................		  ..................
G		  ...................................		  ...................................		  ..................
PK		  ...................................		  ...................................		  ..................

LANE
R
W
B
Y
G
PK

NAME
Leo Taitt
Archie Scott
Lucy Welsh
Flynn Pennington
Ruaridh Barnett
Iona Douglas

TOWN
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
Dunfermline
A.G.R.

H’CAP
12
16.5
17
21.5
23
26

HEAT 3

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ Time ....................
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200 METERS YOUTH HANDICAP

LANE
R
W
B
Y
G
PK
BK
LB
O

NAME
Alfie Walker
Evie Leonard
Hannah Knowles
Reece Jackson
Lucy Welsh
Cam Scott
Flynn Pennington
Iona Douglas
Innes Barnett

TOWN
Hawick
A.G.R.
L.R.C.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
Dunfermline

H’CAP
40
44
45
50
50
60
62
71
X

LANE
R
W
B
Y
G
PK
BK
LB
O
PU

NAME
Ben Nairn
Leo Taitt
Erin Jackson
Archie Scott
Harry Fleming
Rory Fleming
Freya Walker
Elsie Douglas
Ruaridh Barnett
Alana Laing

TOWN
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
Hawick
A.G.R.
Dunfermline
A.G.R.

H’CAP
20
29
40
50
50
55
58
68
69
71

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................

Time ....................

HEAT 1 HEAT 2First three in each heat to Final

200 METERS YOUTH HANDICAP FINAL

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................

4th  ........................................ 5th ........................................  6th ........................................

Time ....................

Lane		  Name			   Town			   H’Cap
R		  ...................................		  ...................................		  ..................
W		  ...................................		  ...................................		  ..................
B		  ...................................		  ...................................		  ..................
Y		  ...................................		  ...................................		  ..................
G		  ...................................		  ...................................		  ..................
PK		  ...................................		  ...................................		  ..................
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800 METERS YOUTHS HANDICAP
LANE
R
W
B
Y
G
PK
BK
LB
O
PU

NAME
Ben Nairn
Leo Taitt
Alfie Walker
Erin Jackson
Archie Scott
Rory Fleming
Evie Leonard
Harry Fleming
Hannah Knowles
Lucy Welsh

TOWN
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
Hawick
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
L.R.C.
A.G.R.

H’CAP
60
70
90
130
135
145
150
156
160
160

LANE NAME TOWN H’CAP

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................

4th  ........................................ 5th ........................................  6th ........................................

Time ....................

400 METERS YOUTHS HANDICAP
LANE
R
W
B
Y
G
PK
BK
LB
O
PU

NAME
Ben Nairn
Leo Taitt
Alfie Walker
Erin Jackson
Evie Leonard
Archie Scott
Reece Jackson
Harry Fleming
Lucy Welsh
Hannah Knowles

TOWN
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
Hawick
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
L.R.C.

H’CAP
36
39
50
53
60
74
78
79
79
80

LANE NAME TOWN H’CAP
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Rory Fleming
Freya Walker
Cam Scott
Flynn Pennington
Elsie Douglas
Iona Douglas
Ruaridh Barnett
Alana Laiing
Innes Barnett
Lennard Krueger

A.G.R.
Hawick
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
Dunfermline
A.G.R.
Dunfermline
Germany

82
89
92
94
100
100
105
110
X
X

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................

4th  ........................................ 5th ........................................  6th ........................................

Time ....................

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Reece Jackson
Flynn Pennington
Cam Scott
Freya Walker
Elsie Douglas
Iona Douglas
Ruaridh Barnett
Alana Laiing
Innes Barnett
Lennard Krueger

A.G.R.
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
Hawick
A.G.R.
A.G.R.
Dunfermline
A.G.R.
Dunfermline
Germany

165
170
178
180
240
240
250
250
X
X
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800 METRES CYCLE HANDICAP

1600 METRES CYCLE HANDICAP

3200 METRES CYCLE HANDICAP

DE’IL TAKE THE HINDMOST

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................

4th  ........................................ 5th ........................................  6th ........................................

Time ....................

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................

4th  ........................................ 5th ........................................  6th ........................................

Time ....................

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................

4th  ........................................ 5th ........................................  6th ........................................

Time ....................

1st ........................................ 2nd ........................................ 3rd ........................................

4th  ........................................ 5th ........................................  6th ........................................

Time ....................

OPEN CYCLE EVENTS
NO 
74
6
5
91
11

NAME
Bruce Irvine
Paul Anderson
James Melville
Mike Grunert
Davie Mathieson

TOWN
Fintry
Perth
Alexandria
Pitlochry
Newburgh

800
30
70
100
120
140

1600
60
140
200
240
280

3200
100
200
300
480
480

DE’IL
Scr
Scr
Scr
Scr
Scr
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4 

Our Patrons 

Mr. Archie Stirling Keir & Cawder Estate  

Mrs. Sue Jardine Paterson Gask House  

The Drummond-Moray Family Abercairney Estate  

Committee 

Honorary President  David M. McLaren 

President  Stuart Laing 

Vice-President  Duncan Shand 

Secretary  David Robertson 

Asst. Treasurer  Helen Laing 

William McNeice Johnathan Weir Michael Ross 

David J. McLaren Ross MacIntyre Ross Kirk 

Derek Gilzean Stevie Ryder MBE Ian Little 

Frank O’Donnell Brett Davidge Laura Peacock 

Andrew Peacock Chris Taylor Rebecca Maeule 

 Jen Little  

The Office Bearers and Committee of Blackford Highland 
Games extend our sincere thanks to our sponsors and 
volunteers. We also take this opportunity to thank Foun-
dation Scotland for their continued support. 

info@blackfordhighlandgames.co.uk 
www.blackfordhighlandgames.co.uk 

www.facebook.com/BlackfordHighlandGames 
registered Scottish Charity SCO46625  
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Our Supporters 

A. Dobbie 
 

Backroads 
California 

Blackford Farms 
Blackford 

Castlon Motors 
Auchterarder 

Clan Decorators 
Perth 

David McLaren 
Blackford 

Duncan Shand 
Crook of Devon Firmus Forget Me Not Pet 

Cremations 

Gleneagles Furniture 
Centre 

Halliday Homes  
Auchterarder 

S & H Laing 
Blackford 

Highland Spring 
Blackford 

Ian Little 
Blackford 

J Docherty & Sons  
Auchterarder 

John Simpson 
Blackford 

John Smith & Son 
Auchterarder Kellan Construction 

Kevin Moran  
Blackford 

Kier & Cawdor Estate    
Bridge of Allan 

Landscaping                
by Wallace 

Loaninghead Petrol 
Station Mrs Jean Robertson Nuclear Transport So-

lutions 

Ochil Joiners Ochil Timber Products Simon Head  
Blackford 

Stewarts Building Ser-
vices 

The Cooperative  
Auchterarder 

The Warehouse  
Auchterarder 

Tullibardine Distillery 
Blackford Wallace Collective Willian Dobbie  

Essex 

W.M.Mailer Coventry Fencing           
Auchterarder  



NOTES
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Order of Events 

10:30 Highland Dancing 

11:00 Ladies & Junior Heavy Events  / Perthshire Confined Heavy Events  

11:00 Piping Competition  

12:00 Primary Schools Races  

12:30 Official Opening 
The Blackford Gala Queen Lucy Reid will declare the games open, supported by 
her attendants Emma Reid & Belle Stephen. 

12:30 Field and Track Events 

13:00 Open Heavy Events  / Live music in beer tent 

15:00 Trail Race 

Field and Track Event Order (approximate) 

1- 800m Cycling Heats 13- 200m Open Handicap Heats 

2- 800m Cycling Youth Final 14- 200m Youth Handicap Heats 

3- 90m Open Handicap Heats 15- 1600m Open Handicap 

4- 90m Youth Handicap Heats 16- 3200m Cycling Final 

5- 800m Cycling Final 17- 200m Open Final 

6- 800m Open Handicap 18- 200m Youth Final 

7- 90m Open Semi-final 19- Youth “De’il tak the Hindmost” 

8- 90m Youth Handicap Final 20- Adults “De’il tak the Hindmost” 

9- 1600m Cycling Final 21- 400m Open Final 

10- 90m Open Handicap Final 22- Long Jump 

11- 800m Youth Handicap 23- High Jump 

12- 1600m Youth Cycling Final 24- Triple Jump 

Davie McLaren 
Davie’s first memories of the Games are 
from over 80 years ago when he was 7  
years old. He remembers fondly the 
Heavy events including the Tug of War.    

Davie remembers races for motorcycles 
on the grass track around the field, with 
no consideration for safety barriers to 
protect the public— which made for a  
very exciting event. 

Davie recalls that the games used to have 
bookmakers in the field so that specta-
tors could bet on the results of the 
events.  Over time the book makers start-
ed using radios so that bets could also be 

taken on races happening elsewhere in the country… but the book makers 
were always the winners in the end! 

Davie is retired now, but previously he worked as a local farmer. For many years 
Davie was responsible for looking after the grass in the Games Field, and would 
be seen driving his tractor around the field to cut the grass. Since retiring Davie 
raised money for charity by driving his vintage tractor from Lands End to John  
O’Groats, and on a 1,600mile route around Scotland. Davie continues to be a 
strong supporter of the games and is Honorary President of the Games Commit-
tee.

3 

President’s Welcome  

156 years ago the first Blackford Highland Games took place, a small local event 
which eventually became the occasion it is today. As custodians of 156 years of 
tradition I take this opportunity one again to thank our committee, sponsors, 
supporters and volunteers for their hard work. Without their assistance our 
gathering could not happen. And of course, you the public for your continued 
support.   

We are especially grateful to Mr Archie Stirling of the Kier and Cawder estate, 
owner of the Games Park, who generously allows the village the use of the park 
for as long as the Highland Games are held in the village. 

Stuart Laing, President

Honorary president Davie McLaren 
(left) conversing with field owner and 
games patron Mr Archie Stirling 
(Right). 
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2026 Games Chieftain  

Ladies and gentlemen, friends and neighbours, and 
honoured guests from near and far— It is my great 
privilege, as Chieftain of the Blackford Highland 
Games, to welcome you all to this special gather-
ing. Today is a celebration not only of our proud 
Highland traditions—of strength, skill, music, and 
community—but also of friendship that reaches 
far beyond our own glen.   

This year, we are especially delighted to extend a 
warm and heartfelt welcome to our visitors from 

the town of Trebsen in Germany. Your presence here means a great deal to us. 
Though miles may separate our homes, occasions like this remind us how closely 
connected we can be through shared values—heritage, 
hospitality, and the joy of coming together.  

We hope that during your time in Blackford, you will 
experience the very best of our culture: the stirring 
sound of the pipes, the thrill of the competitions, and, 
above all, the warmth of our people. May this visit 
strengthen the bonds between our communities and 
lay the foundation for many more exchanges and 
friendships in the years ahead.  

To everyone gathered here today—whether you’ve travelled across the world or 
just down the road—thank you for being part of this celebration. Let the games 
begin, and may they be filled with good cheer, great sport, and lasting memo-
ries.  

Welcome to Blackford, and welcome to the Highland Games! 

Susan Jardine-Paterson  
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Follow us on Facebook and Instagram.  
Tag us with #BlackfordHighlandGames  

2026 programme 

www.blackfordhighlandgames.co.uk 

Saturday 30th May 


